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| | PREACHING CHRIST’S ATONING SACRIFICE 
ernan 
5 Try preaching Christ’s atoning sacrifice! You will find the preaching 
of it to be: 
re 1. A Convincer of Sin, as seen on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 
n the 2 :36,37). 
A Bringer of Blessing, as evidenced in the lame man and 
solm Peter’s words (Acts 3:13-19). 


A Means of Forgiveness, as Peter emphatically states (Acts 
5 :29-31). 


A Procurer of Joy, as witnessed in the result of the Eunuch’s 
faith (Acts 8:29-39). 
arning 


ets on An Obtainer of the Spirit, as was made known to Cornelius 
x list. and those in his house (Acts 10:39-44). 


a A Medium of Justification, as Paul declared at Antioch 
urcn. 


resby- - (Acts 13:38-39). 

pron | 7. An Imparter of Responsibility, as the Apostle intimates to 
" oe the Elders at Ephesus, when he charges them to care 
ww for Christ’s purchased possession (Acts 20:28). 


their 
—Dr. Frederick Edward Marsh, 
WHY DID CHRIST DIE?, Zondervan 
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This week the second in our brand 
new series, “Children’s Bible Studies,” 
appears on p. 18. If, for any reason, 
you missed the first of these, last week, 
just drop a card to the business office 
in Weaverville. We will be glad to 
let you have another copy. While we 
are on the subject, we want to remind 
you to let us know what you think of 
these studies, after you have had a 
chance to try them out on your own 
children. 








We have just returned from a trip 
up East to the City of Brotherly Love. 
After fighting our way aboard a local 
commuter train for a ride past dense 
forests of chimneys over multi-storied 
apartments, with frequent stops to let 
additional harried humans jam aboard, 
we came away with a new apprecia- 
tion of the religious play we saw a 
while back, “Christ in the Concrete 
City.” It was Jefferson, we believe, 
who wrote words to the effect that 
when Americans become jammed up 
in cities like their European cousins, 
they, too, can be counted on to be- 
gin eating each other up. Certainly 
one of the sins from which modern 
man needs to be saved is his own 
civilization. 








Protestants are not very good press 
agents. We too often fail to get our 
“story” before the public. This is 
largely because we believe that some- 
thing unusual should occur before it 
is worth reporting. Not so with our 
Roman Catholic neighbors. This week 
Religious News Service gave national 
prominence to stories, (1) That an 
olympic athlete had opined that the 
Pope looked in good physical condi- 
tion; (2) That a nun was among 25 
persons killed in an air crash in South 
America; (3) That a diocese in Min- 
nesota celebrated its 50th anniversary 
this year; (4) That a Houston priest 
has scheduled a 13-week series of in- 
formal lectures on the Catholic faith, 
to be held in his church; (5) That a 
wreath was placed on the tomb of 
James Cardinal Gibbons in Washing- 
ton following the annual Labor Day 
Mass at the Church of the Sacred 
Heart. When something happens in 
your church, tell us about it! 
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KOREA — The leader of an Amer- 
ican fundamentalist group has been 
touring South Korea. In major cen- 
ters he is holding meetings under the 
auspicies of the Presbyterian faction 
which has refused to rejoin the Gen- 
eral Assembly following the split in 
the fall of 1959. In Chunju his meet- 
ing was held in a public hall. Posters 
and other publicity (including the 
radio) advertised the meeting widely 
as an evangelistic or revival service 
to be held by a _ noted American 
preacher. 


But the leader of the independents 
did his own cause harm in several re- 
spects, as well as disappointing many 
people hungry for the Gospel. Fail- 
ing to realize the Biblically-based 
thinking of the Korean Christians of 
every faction, he antagonized his au- 
dience by “preaching” from a stack 
of periodicals rather than the Bible. 
Many country Christians who had 
been persuaded to attend the meeting 
had expected a spiritual treat, but in- 
stead got a stiff dose of propaganda 
full of complaints and criticism of 
nearly every part of Christendom, ex- 
cept, of course, his own organization. 
(He depicted it as the only path to 
salvation.) 


Using partial truths and quotations 
taken out of context, he attempted to 
prove that the American Church in 
general and local missionaries in par- 
ticular are theologically liberal and 
pro-communist. Christians who had 
come to his meeting sympathetic to- 
wards his movement went away dis- 
appointed and in some cases deter- 
mined to re-assess their decision not 
to return to the united assembly. 


Since a large placard at the door in- 
vited all to enter, many non-Christians 
were also present but grew disgusted 
and restless when they failed to hear 
the promised message of salvation— 
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Hierarchy Challenged To Accept Statement 


Baptist Bible Group 
Takes Election Stand 
OKLAHOMA CITY — (RNS) — 
Messengers attending the annual meet- 
ing of the Baptist Fellowship here 
unanimously adopted a resolution op- 
posing the candidacy of Sen. John F. 
Kennedy for the Presidency. The fel- 
lowship, with headquarters in Spring- 


field, Mo., represents almost 1,000 
churches. 
The 10-year-old fellowship, in its 


short history has grown from 64 to 
1,100 pastors, from a total constituency 
of a few thousand to one million, and 
from no missionaries to 160 approved 
missionaries in 21 countries. 


In their resolution, 
the annual meeting charged that Sen. 
Kennedy “has made the Roman Cath- 
olic Church a basic issue in the cur- 
rent Presidential campaign.’ The res- 
olution further asserted that the Ro- 
man Church “is a totalitarian religio- 
politico institution whose source of 
authority and government is the head 
of a foregn state .. .” 


messengers to 


Lag in Africa Seen 


EDMONTON, Alta. — (RNS) — 
Christianity is running last among five 
powerful forces racing to influence or 
control Africa, the retiring moderator 
of the United Church of Canada told 
commissioners (delegates) to its 19th 
biennial General Council here. 


Dr. Angus J. MacQueen of London, 
Ont., named the other four forces as 
nationalism, communism, secularism, 
and Islam. 


many of them got up and left during 
the meeting. This was the most tragic 
result of the whole affair — that those 
hungry for the Gospel were denied an 
opportunity for salvation because this 
self-proclaimed defender of true or- 
thodoxy spent his entire time denounc- 
ing other Christians instead of winning 
new converts. 


—Rev. Joe B. Hopper 


OCTOBER 5, 


WASHINGTON Senator John F. 
Kennedy’s statements on separation of 
Church and State in his address to the 
Ministers Association of Greater Hous- 
ton, (Texas) received the strong en- 
dorsement here of Citizens for Relig- 
ious Freedom, the newly-formed Prot- 
estant organization set up to “articu- 
late Protestant concerns” with respect 
to religious issues in the 1960 
paign. 





cam- 


The only question that remains now, 
the organization said, is “whether his 
statement is acceptable to his Church.” 
The senator, “of course, is in no po- 
sition to answer on that question,” 
according to statements released by 
the Rev. Donald H. Gill, the group’s 
executive secretary. 


The organization, formed at a wide- 
ly-publicized Washington meeting in 
September, called on the American Ro- 
man Catholic hierarchy to join Mr. 
Kennedy in his stand against “an am- 
bassador to the Vatican, against un- 
constitutional aid to parochial schools, 
and against any boycott of the public 
schools.”’ 


In the statement following the candi- 
date’s Houston appearance, the group 
also urged the Roman bishops to take 
these steps: 


(1) “Proclaim that all men every- 
where should have full freedom to wor- 
ship according to conscience, to wit- 
ness to their faith, and to be free to 
win converts as a matter of right, and 
not a matter of toleration.” 


(2) “Proclaim that the Roman Cath- 
oliec Church will not attempt to force 
its teaching about medical practices 
and birth control on citizens of other 
beliefs.” 


(3) “Acknowledge the full validity 
of the marriage of a Roman Catholic 
who has been married in a Protestant 
or Jewish ceremony.” 


In releasing the statement, the or- 
ganization added, “Contrary to many 
expressed opinions, it was not the in- 
tention of the National Conference of 
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Citizens for Religious Fredom to stir 
animosities, but rather to clarify cer- 
tain of those problems which had be- 
come apparent in the current national 
situation.” 


One of the founders of the confer- 
ence, Dr. Daniel Poling, said Senator 
Kennedy “lifted himself above the re- 
ligious issue” in the Houston address. 
Dr. Poling, a Baptist minister and edi- 
tor of the non-denominational monthly 
Christian Herald, was asked by news- 
men for his views after the Houston 
meeting. 


He stressed that the Kennedy asser- 
tion did not eliminate the religious 
issue from the campaign. He ex- 
plained: “There remains this vital is- 
sue for which the Senator is not re- 
sponsible. The basic issue of Church 
and State relations and the hierarchical 
and authoritarian power of the Roman 
Catholic Church is not settled.” 


Dr. Poling said he was in sympathy 
with the resolution prepared by the 
Baptist Pastors Conference of St. 
Louis, seeking official authorization 
from the Vatican for Sen. Kennedy’s 
views on separation of Church and 
State and religious freedom in the 
United States. 


“TI would associate myself with any 
movement to clarify the issue,” he 
said. Adding that a statement from 
the Vatican would settle the question, 
he indicated he saw little likelihood 
that such a pronouncement would be 
forthcoming. 


The minister-editor also defended 
Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, who was 
subjected to severe criticism for his 
part in the Washington conference, 
attended by 150 outstanding Protes- 
tant ministers and laymen. 


Asserting that Dr. Peale had noth- 
ing to do with arrangements for the 
meeting and was only one of many 
participants, Dr. Poling said the criti- 
cisms “are at once misdirected and of- 
ten vicious.”’ Dr. Peale, who presided 
over the meeting, but was not a speak- 
er, has since resigned from the organi- 
zation. 


Besides Dr. Poling, other planners 
of the Washington meeting included 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell, associate editor of 
the Presbyterian Journal and executive 
editor of Christianity Today; the Rev. 
Harold J. Ockenga, pastor of the Park 
Street Congregational Church of Bos- 
ton; Dr. Charles Clayton Morrison, 
editor emeritus of the Christian Cen- 
tury; and Dr. Glenn L. Archer, execu- 


tive director of Protestants and Other 
Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State. 


Referring to attacks that have been 
made on the organization by other 
Protestants, Dr. Poling said, “Appar- 
ently there are those who name as 
bigots all Protestants who for whatever 
reason do not support Senator Ken- 
nedy. By the same sign, are all Cath- 
olics who do not support Mr. Nixon 
to be branded as bigots?” 





Prayers, ‘Lights On’ 
Urged for Election 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. —(RNS)— 
Lights will burn on election eve, 
Nov. 7, in Cumberland Presbyterian 
churches throughout Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi and Florida, by action of 
delegates to the annual Synod meet- 
ing at Homewood near here. 


All Synod churches were urged 
to have their lights on “to remind 
the people to go to the polls and 
vote and also to remind them of 
the need of prayer, not only in the 
election but also in national af- 
fairs.” 


A committee of clergymen and 
laymen was appointed to promote 
the observance throughout the Syn- 
od area. 











Church Help Asked 
In Juvenile Work 


ROCKY MOUNT, N. C. (RNS)— 
North Carolina’s state commissioner of 
correction called on churches here to 
use all their resources in efforts to 
prevent juvenile delinquency and to 
assure adequate treatment for delin- 
quent youths. 


Blaine M. Madison, who spoke as a 
representative of the North Carolina 
Methodist Conference’s Board of So- 
cial and Economic Relations, at the 
annual Conference meeting, stressed 
that the boys and girls who are com- 
mitted to the state’s correction and 
training schools “are not only un- 
taught, but mistaught; not only un- 
guided, but misguided.” 


“The church,” he said, “must be 
willing to minister to these people at 
the bottom of society as well as those 
at the top. There are days in the 
week when the church must roll up 
its sleeves and unbutton its white 
collar.” 


Church Colleges Told 
Gospel Proclamation 
Is Their Primary Task 


SIOUX FALLS, S. D. — (RNS) — 
Unless church-supported colleges do 
more to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ “‘there is little virtue in main- 
taining”’ such institutions, a prominent 
Lutheran educator told the Centennial 
Convocation of Augustana College 
here. 


Dr. Robert Mortvedt of Chicago, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America’s Board of 
Higher Education, asserted that ‘the 
Christian colleges of the land are the 
only institutions of higher learning 
which can, without apology, proclaim 
their objective to be the pursuit and 
propagation of all learning in the per- 
spective of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”’ 


“This is the one characteristic which 
separates them radically from other 
types of educational institutions,” he 
explained. 


“Unfortunately,” he cautioned, “the 
majority of so-called church colleges, 
in varying degrees, have become secu- 
larized. Despite their churchly ante- 
cedents, they have few Church connec- 
tions and small Christian zeal.” 


However, he said, this unhappy ad- 
mission does not disavow the im- 
portance of the college which is striv- 
ing to be a Christian college in the 
deepest sense of the word. 





Boycott of Business 


Depicted in POAU Film 


WASHINGTON — Premier show- 
ings are scheduled during October for 
“Boycott,” a new film produced by 
Protestants and Other Americans 
United for Separation of Church and 
State. 


Explaining the background of the 
movie, POAU_ Executive Director 
Glenn L. Archer said: “The particular 
incident which suggested the film was 
a Roman Catholic-sponsored boycott 
which resulted in the ruin of the busi- 
ness of a man whose father had cast 
the decisive vote against parochial 
school bus transportation at public ex- 
pense in the State of Maine.” 


The black and white 16 mm. sound 
film is distributed by the POAU Film 
Department, 1633 Massachusetts Ave., 
N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 
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There is a common expression that 
seems to be sound, but often shatters 
good judgment and even damns the 
one who relies on it. Worse still it 
is built up around the word “right.” 
One who does a foolish or hurtful 
thing will sometimes say he has “the 
right to do it.” One who defends a 
person who is doing an unjust or 
frivolous thing may say, “Well, he has 
the right to do it.” 


We may do absurd or hurtful things. 
One may stand on his head in the 
middle of his front yard for a while, 
but to try it is absurd. To say that 
a person has a right to such an act 
settles nothing. A person who makes 
a mean or false move can claim no 
approval for it by saying he has a 
right to do it. 


In a sense each man has a right to 
his opinions, but these opinions may 
be untestworthy. Yet the words, “I 
have a right” or “he has a right”” come 
forth to extenuate as if they were 
wisdom declaring a final judgment. 
The fact is that the whole question 
remains open. Still to be settled is 
the goodness or badness of the deed; 
its meanness or kindness; its wisdom 
or folly. These questions are not 
answered by saying, “He has a right 
to do what he wants.” 


The Bible points up this fact re- 
peatedly; namely, the fearful, ex- 
plosive right to do wrong. Adam test- 
ed its ominous effects. Eve exercised 
this “right”? when she listened at the 
first to the Tempter. She had the right 
to take the fruit even if every voice 
on the eaxth and every worthy instinct 
within her pled that she let obedience 
to God have the right of way. 


Later, after Moses had schooled the 
Jewish nation in its first experience 
with freedom and God’s plan for them, 
he closed his life with four great ora- 
tions.. The text of them, so to speak, 
he gave in these words from God; 


} “Behold, I set before you this day a 


The Right To Do Wrong 


REV. WILLIS THOMPSON 


blessing and a curse.” The orations 
line out the blessings and the curses 
rooted in the right to choose: “a bless- 
ing if you obey the commandments of 
the Lord, your God; a curse if you will 
not obey, but turn aside out of the 
way I command you.” 


The people had the right to take 
one course or the other and one 
course was wrong; yet it was their 
right to do wrong. 


We should look with suspicion and 
distrust on that short sentence, "I 
have a right,”’ when it is used to palli- 
ate evil. The sentence hides a trick 
on the word right. This word is used 
grammatically in two ways; as a noun, 
as an adjective. It is the noun that 
proves dangerous when we say, “I 
have a right.”” But when the same 
word is used as an adjective, it is 
used in its proper sense, as a judg- 
ment describing our deeds or words. 


Only ignorance coupled with vanity 
will confuse the two uses, falling back 
on “he has the right” to settle any 
argument and supply a judgment. A 
person may exercise his right to act 
and speak in order to prove himself 
ungodly or insane. 


After Moses was taken from the 
people, Joshua became his successor. 
Joshua was commissioned to take over 
the Promised Land and deal with its 
pagan, decadent inhabitants; with 
their false worship and morally se- 
ductive customs. After he ended his 
task and was ready to disperse the 
men under his command, he spoke a 
final word to them. It was an ora- 
tion, not so prolonged or eloquent as 
those of Moses but just as pointed. 
Said he, “Choose ye this day whom ye 
will serve; but as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.” 


The way was open. for them to 
choose; they had the right, but that 
left nothing settled. They might 
choose the pollutions of the place and 
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thus turn victory to shame; or they 
might choose the way Joshua took. 
Here the right to do wrong confronted 
them. The Bible tells us they took it. 


Four hundred years later, the peo- 
ple became restless under the Judges 
that God raised up from time to time 
for their deliverance. At the time they 
were judged by Samuel. He had set- 
tled them on sound foundations in the 
midst of plundering nations. But they 
wanted a king, like the nations around 
them. Samuel was surprised and 
pained at the clamor. He made it 
clear that they would pay dearly for 
the change, but they held to their de- 
mand. 


God made it clear to Samuel that 
he should go along with the people, 
giving them the right they claimed— 
the right to do wrong. The word 
from God to Samuel was this, “They 
have not rejected you; they have re- 
jected me.” Let them choose their 
king! It is folly; it is bad but let 
them take the course they demand as 
their right. 


Much later, during the ministry of 
our Lord Jesus, a highly favored young 
man came to ask Jesus about his 
prospects for eternal life. Jesus talked 
with him a while, then told him how 
he could make sure of his salvation: 
“Leave what you have and follow me.” 
But the young man had great posses- 
sions. He turned and went away. 
Jesus sadly saw him off, then remarked 
that it was hard for some to enter the 
Kingdom of God. He had the right to 
leave. He took it and shut off hope of 
settling the question he posed. How 
shallow and vain it would be to say, 
“Well, he had the right,” as if that ex- 
cused him. But it is neither charity nor 
wisdom to extenuate an act or a word 
by saying, “He has the right.” 


A man has the right to charge ex- 
orbitant prices for the house he rents 
to a poor fellow who can find no other 
place to live. But is he truly right? 





In times of scarcity there have been 


those who cornered the wheat and 
then doubled the price to a starving 
community. They have the right to 
price their own goods as they wish, 
but is their greed, their cruelty, their 
unjust use of the hard necessities of 
life truly right? 


Jesus suggested how the right to 
choose could become the “right to do 
wrong.” There was the man who owed 
ten thousand talents, 
sum, to his overlord. 


an enormous 
When payment 
was asked, he pleaded for time to pay 
and it was granted. The overlord had 
the right to demand payment for the 
debt that was past due; but he set it 
aside. Then the debtor went out and 
encountered a_ fellow-servant who 
owed him a small sum, a few pence. 


He demanded payment and when his 
man replied in the same words the 
debtor himself had just used to the 
overlord, he seized the one who owed 
the little sum and had him imprisoned. 
He had the right; but was he right in 
the course that he took? Those who 
saw it reported what they had seen 
to the overlord. The outcome was 
disaster for the man who stood on his 
rights (the noun) and disregarded 
the right (the adjective). 


All temptations are based on these 
words, “I have a right.””’ Temptation 
begins where the line between right 
and wrong is faint. Satan proposed 
to Jesus after his long fast, that he 
turn the round rocks of the wilderness 
into bread. Satan argued that as the 
Son of God the Lord Jesus had the 
power and the right. The temptation 


was rejected. The Lord had the power 
but not the right. A similar use of the 
right to act followed when the Tempter 
used Scripture to supply the ground 
for Jesus’ right to cast himself down 
from a pinnacle of the temple before 
the throngs gathered there. Jesus had 
the right, it was said; He refused it. 
It was wrong to test the sacred as- 
surances of God. 


We must beware then, of the pop- 
ular saying, that we have a right. 
Like most popular sayings, it is empty 
or poisonous. We must think of what 
may follow the right we have. We must 
look at what it entails. ‘Work out 
your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God Who works 
in you to will and do of His good 


> 


pleasure! 
(Cont. on p. 8, col. 3) 


Americans and Democracy 


The reason why democracy is so 
badly defended by so many American 
young people today, is because multi- 
tudes of American adults have come 
to think of democracy as rights with- 
out duties, liberty without loyalty, 
freedom without fidelity, what they 
can get out of the country and not 
what they can contribute. 


Our generation conceives of de- 
mocracy as an infinite cornucopia, 
pouring out its unending blessings up- 
on all, with no thought of the duties 
we owe in return. People live selfish- 
ly in their communities, with little or 
no regard for the rights of others. 
They conduct their business selfishly, 
charging as much “as the traffic will al- 
low” and taking advantage of their fel- 
lowmen wherever possible, on the pre- 
text that this is a free country and 
therefore they can do as they please. 
When youth today does these things, 
it is simply imitating its elders. 


We should be learning something 
from the frightful days through which 
we are living. These disastrous times 
should be teaching us that we cannot 
maintain our democracy by regarding 
it as an institution which enables us 
to do as we please. This one-sidedness, 
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of freedom without fidelity, creates 
a multitude of irresponsible people, 
living only for what they can get out 
of life. It is responsible for pressure 
groups, whether of capital or labor, 
organized not for what they can con- 
tribute to the nation but for what per- 
sonal gain they can get out of it. 
Today only one thing is emphasized: 
independence my independence, my 
group’s independence. We forget that 
we are all interdependent, each depen- 
dent upon the other. 





In other words, freedom considered 
alone, is a dispersive, scattering, waste- 
ful principle. It is no organizing pow- 
er. When practiced in society, it pro- 
duces irresponsible individuals, follow- 
ing their own whims and fancies. With- 
in the individual it excites emotions 
and liberates selfish feelings which lead 
in many directions, causing much con- 
fusion. When too many such opposing 
groups appear, society breaks down 
and anarchy results. Then it is that 
dictators rise up and say, “You belong 
to the state. You can only become of 
real importance to society by living 
for and dying for the state.” I fear 
there are all too many people in Amer- 
ica today, who have the feeling that 


Communism may be right. Heaven 


help them... and us! 


The alternative is freedom with fi- 
delity, liberty with loyalty and this 
is what real democracy is. The Found- 
ing Fathers of our great nation did 
emphasize privileges and rights and 
opportunities. But these blessings are 
only half the story of democracy. It 
required a great deal of loyalty and 
fidelity to justice and truth in order 
to create our democracy. Read the 
writings of John Adams if you want 
to know the sacrifices and the hard- 
ships that were involved in establishing 
our American Way of Life. 


Freedom alone does not draw peo- 
ple together, but fidelity to a great 
cause, does. Freedom resting upon 
voluntary fidelity to a common good— 
under God always — was the price 
paid for our Way of Life and it is 
the price we must pay for its mainte- 
nance. When Americans learn to give 
voluntary loyalty to justice, fair play, 
and the welfare of all — under God— 
then American youth will have a bet- 
ter example to follow and democracy 
wil! return to a healthy vitality and 
become a blessing to all as it can and 
should be. —Telford, Penna. 
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The institution of prophecy as found in the Old Testament 


GOD'S GIFT OF PROPHECY 


In the garden of Eden God gave 
to man what has come to be known 
as the cultural mandate. The Creator, 
after having called heaven and earth 
into existence, made man His vice- 
gerent on earth. Under his Creator 
and in obedience to Him man was to 
fill this earth, to subdue it, and to 
have dominion over it (Gen. 1:26-28). 


This task was a very comprehensive 
one. It included the pursuit of science 
as well as the development of man’s 
personal God-given talents; the build- 
ing of families as well as the organiza- 
tion of the larger social structures; the 
study of philosophy but no less the 
performance of the many manual tasks. 


This great calling man had to fulfill 
in a threefold capacity of prophet, 
priest and king, obedient to the cov- 
enant into which God had entered 
with him. As a prophet he had to pro- 
fess the Name of God, to know Him 
as his Creator and Lord, and to under- 
stand the world and his task in it in 
terms of Him. Man’s priestly duty 
consisted in the obligation to love God 
with a pure heart and to devote this 
world in love to Him. As a king man 
had to see himself as a king under God 
and to rule himself and this world in 
joyful and complete obedience to His 
Creator. 


Thus was man created. 


By creating man in His Own image 
God honored man above all other crea- 
tures, but the obligation under which 
God placed man was in harmony with 
the honor implied in the gift. God 
gave Himself to man, and man had to 
respond by giving himself again to 
God in the established covenant rela- 
tionship, the essence of which for man 
was service in love. 


I 


Against this background the institu- 
tion of prophecy as it is found in the 
Old Testament must be understood. 
Of further significance for grasping 
the true character and purpose of the 


Old Testament prophetic office are the 
words of Deuf. 8:3, later on reiterated 
by Jesus (Matt. 4:4; Luke 4:4), that 
man shall not live by bread alone but 
by everything that proceeds from the 
mouth of the Lord. These words help 
us to understand something of the 
tragic consequences of man’s fall into 
sin, while on the other hand they al- 
so show a glimpse of the restorative 
function of God’s gift 
to man. 


of prophecy 


Adam’s fall into sin as the head of 
the covenant (Rom. 5), meant the dis- 
solution, so far as man was concerned, 
of the covenant relationship between 
him and God. Man thereby lost his 
glorious threefold office and the abil- 
ity to perform it. No longer was 
man able and willing to serve God in 
love. His love of God turned into its 
opposite, selflove, and he became a 
hater of God. The history of the 
world before the flood provides an 
astonishing commentary on the depths 
of man’s fall and the disastrous conse- 
quences. 


Man was now an apostate prophet, 
an apostate priest, and an 
king. He now made gods in his own 
sinful image; he now served the lusts 
of his sinful flesh; and he now regard- 
ed himself the sole ruler on the earth. 


apostate 


But man cannot live by bread alone, 
and if he tries it nevertheless his end 
is a certain destruction. The flood 
was the terrible but just punishment 
of God. Not only was this a just 
punishment of man for having cut him- 
self loose from God, but also for hav- 
ing refused to listen to the redemptive 
messages which God continually direct- 
ed to him. 


In the garden of Eden, after man’s 
initial refusal to heed His Word, God 
showed His mercy by immediately com- 
ing to man with His Word. God 
opened man’s eyes to see his true con- 
dition. He showed man that he was 
a sinner, while He also gave him the 
first promise of redemption. Because 
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of the saving Word of God he had still 
a future beckoning him. 


II 


From that first redemptive appear- 
ance of God man has never been with- 
out the light of the Word of God with- 
out which his life could not answer 
to its God-willed purpose. 


Continually God raised up men 
whom He endowed with His Spirit and 
who spoke His words to the world in 
need. Among those who before the 
flood were used by God for this pur- 
pose was Noah. Nowhere does the 
Bible specifically state that he was a 
prophet, but it is evident that his 
work of preparing the ark and of 
speaking to the doomed world was a 
prophetic activity (Heb. 11:7; II Pet. 
2:5). In the dark days of his time 
he did what God had begun to do in 
paradise, making known to the world 
its lost condition and pointing to the 
way of rescue. The human race of 
his day perished in the waters of the 
flood, but it could have lived for God 
had not withheld from them His Word 
by which they could have been saved. 


After the deluge God continued to 
speak to the world through His proph- 
ets. The greatest prophet in the Old 
Testament was Moses (cf. Num. 12:6- 
8), who exhibited very fully the true 
nature of the prophetic function. 


Of particular interest in this connec- 
tion is Deut. 18:18: “I will raise them 
up a prophet from among their breth- 
ren, like unto thee; and I will put my 
words in his mouth, and he shall speak 
unto them all that I shall command 
him.” This is not the place to give a 
detailed discussion of this verse, in 
which Israel is promised a succession 
of prophets, and ultimately Jesus 
Christ, the prophet like unto Moses. 
What interests us now in particular is 
that here the special function of the 
prophet is clearly brought out. 


He was a spokesman standing in be- 
tween two parties, God and man, in 
his capacity to represent God with the 








people. His task was first of all to 
listen to the voice of the Lord and to 
receive His revelation, and then to 
make the messages which he heard 
from God known to the people. Al- 
though Moses was the greatest of all 
prophets with the exception of Jesus 
Christ Himself (Heb. 2:1-6), and 
though the others were prophets under 
him, the essence of the prophetic office 
was the same in all cases. They were all 
especially chosen and prepared by God 
to receive His messages and to speak 
to the people on His behalf. 


The prophetic office after the fall 
differed from that before the fall in 
one important aspect. First, only a 
few men were chosen prophets (Num. 
11:29); and secondly, the message of 
those singled out and called to this of- 
fice was essentially redemptive in char- 
acter. 


In Adam all mankind lost its glor- 
ious threefold office. Man, however, 
cannot live by bread alone, and there- 
fore God came to him in that hour 
when everlasting darkness threatened 
to engulf him to make known to him 
his lost condition and to bring him a 
promise of redemption. 


It is thus a mistake to think that 
prophecy dealt chiefly with the future. 
The prophetic word embraced past and 
present, as well as future. Through 
the instrumentality of Moses God pro- 
vided His Old Testament people with 
an abiding and fully trustworthy ac- 
count of the origin of the world and 
the beginning of sin. Through Moses 
and many other prophets, before and 
after him, He kept them from pervert- 
ing this true knowledge into pagan 
mythology, and from succumbing to 
the continual threat of trading the 
worship of the One, true God for a 
whole pantheon of man-made gods. 


Through His prophets God taught 
His people the true perspective con- 
cerning their own history, and when- 
ever they veered away from Him, as 
frequently happened, He called them 
back to the worship of His holy Name. 
Through His prophets God also kept 
continually before the eyes of His 
people the chief purpose of their hav- 
ing been singled out from among all 
nations; they were to bring forth the 
Messiah in Whom and through Whom 
all God’s people would again be made 
prophets of God. 


Ill 


The Old Testament line of prophets 
came to a head in Jesus Christ, the 


Son of God. He was the prophet like 
unto Moses; in fact He was much 
more than Moses (Heb. 3:1-6). The 
other prophets, Moses included, could 
only speak of the redemption from sin 
to the human race (Exod. 32:7-14); 
Christ both spoke of redemption, and 
Himself brought about the redemption 
concerning which the former prophets 
could only speak. 


Christ performed His atoning work 
as prophet, priest and king. Like the 
first Adam He also was a prophet, but 
unlike the first Adam He performed 
this office redemptively to undo 
the failure of the first Adam to per- 
form this office, and its tragic conse- 
quences. 


Particularly during the three hours 
of dense darkness on the cross the re- 
demptive character of Christ’s proph- 
etic office became manifest. The aton- 
ing work of the Saviour was indeed 
concentrated in His priestly function, 
but the prophetic and kingly aspects 
of His great work are unmistakably 
present as well. On the cross Christ 
also suffered and died as a prophet. 


Filled with an inexhaustible proph- 
etic witness are Christ’s words, “My 
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me?” In the midst of His hellish 
agony when God had fully forsaken 
Him and not a single ray of the love 
of the Father reached Him, He re- 
mained faithful to the Father Who 
had sent Him into the world and 
Whose will it was that He should thus 
suffer. 


By discharging His prophetic office 
redemptively Christ restored those who 
believe in Him, to this office. Through 
faith in Him and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit believers are again, be it still 
only in principle, prophets of God. 
The Old Testament saints looked long- 
ingly forward to this day (cf. Num. 
11:29), but for the New Testament 
believer it has become a glorious re- 
ality. 


The accomplishment of the unbeliev- 
ing world in many areas of human en- 
deavor may be impressive, but this 
does not alter the fact that the Chris- 
tian whose mind is illuminated by the 
Holy Spirit and who submits all his 
thoughts fully to the inspired, inscrip- 
turated Word of God is the true scien- 
tist, the true philosopher, the true poli- 
tician, the true guide of mankind. Like 
the first Adam before the fall He is 
again determined to understand the 
world in the light of the—now inscrip- 
tuated—Word of God. 





The Christian, and this is most im- 
portant of all, has a true understand- 
ing of God and is thus the only one 
who can profess His Name. The world 
seeks for a god who is subject to man’s 
attempt to discover him, and thus at 
best it can find a “god” who is only 
an extension of man. The Christian 
knows the true God, the God Who has 
revealed Himself in His Son Jesus 
Christ. 


Besides having been restored to his 
priestly and kingly office the Christian 
is thus also a prophet. The world of 
today, steeped in the oppressive dark- 
ness of sin and superstitious unbelief, 
needs his prophetic voice. ‘Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceeds from the mouth 
of God.” 


* * - * 


Mr. Woudstra is now working on 
his doctorate after spending a year as 
instructor in classical languages at 


Calvin College, Grand Rapids. 





RIGHT—from p. 6 


The most distressing, painful and 
treacherous use of the saying about 
man’s rights may come from one whom 
you have urged to come out for Christ, 
to exert faith and take the Redeemer 
for his Saviour and Captain. He re- 
fuses. You plead. The poor fellow 
has no counter plea and falls back on 
the words, “Well, I have a right to my 
own opinion.” Yes, he has the right 
to a sin-blinded, sin-led refusal. He 
stands on his right as if he is a victor. 
But he has beaten himself. All the 
costly, purposeful steps the Saviour 
took for the ingrained sin of the world, 
taking that sin in His own body on the 
cross, are ignored and affronted while 
he stands on his right. He smothers 
wisdom, obedience to God, faith, hope 
and love; he damns his soul. He de- 
fies the Lord of glory in his boast, “I 
have the right!” 


This was the horror of Judas when 
Jesus said to him, “What thou doest, 
do quickly.” Jesus had set before him 
fairly the gravity of the plan that 
he contemplated. Jesus spoke to the 
man’s right to do wrong. Judas sought 
too late to undo his evil choice, failed, 
and then took his life, because he had 
not been able to see beyond “I have 
the right!” 


The Rev. Mr. Thompson is pastor 
of the Prince George, Va. church. 
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“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 





HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 


Laurens, S. C. 
J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


W. L. Hubbard, Mar. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Beaufort, S. C. 
L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 


E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Moar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


Jack Gilliland, Mor.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 


W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckman, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 


J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mor.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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BDIJOHTIALS 


The Minister and His Car 


(Note: The following thoughts were 
sent us by a layman.—Ed.) 


Has your church ever engaged the 
services of an organist and expected 
him to furnish the organ? Oh, of 
course the church would furnish the 
electricity and other facilities for the 
organ, even paying for its depreci- 
ation and repairs. 


Has your church ever employed a 
janitor and expected him to furnish 
the furnace for the church? Agree- 
ing, of course, to supply the fuel and 
to pay for upkeep, depreciation and 
repairs! 


These are absurd propositions—ut- 
terly absurd! 


But, the average church calls a 
minister and in the agreement for 
salary and manse usually does no more 
than add something for the upkeep 
of his car. 


A few years ago this arrangement 
may have been generous, but not now. 
Why should a young minister be ex- 
pected to furnish a piece of equip- 
ment as costly as the church organ 
or the furnace? 


We do not believe this is an in- 
tentional injustice. It is just that we 
have not thought these things through. 
We readily agree that there are prac- 
tical considerations which must be 
faced. For instance, while a car is 
an absolutely necessary part of a min- 
ister’s equipment he also must use it 
for personal and family business and 
for pleasure. The division of original 
cost, upkeep, depreciation, insurance, 
gas and oil is not easy to work out. 


Would it not be wise for every 
church to supply its pastor with a 
small car (some of the newer models 
are ideal for this purpose) and to pro- 
vide the full cost of maintaining that 
car provided it is used by the pastor ex- 
clusively for pastoral work? And, 
where the car is used by the pastor 
for any personal reason he would be 
expected to reimburse the church for 
the full cost of such use. 
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Living in a day when a car is an 
absolutely necessary part of a min- 
ister’s equipment we can well place 
on him a burden greater than he can 
bear, particularly a young man in his 
first pastorate. 


We would like to suggest that church 
officers consider this question seri- 
ously and, where satisfactory arrange- 
ments are worked out, write in and 
tell the Journal just what they are 
so that it can pass on the good word 
to others. 


A minister in debt is a handicapped 
minister, and where the church is in 
part responsible for his predicament 
they owe it to him and to themselves 
to make more realistic provision for 
his needs. 


WCC Swings 
Further Left 


In the past, the World Council of 
Churches has showed a more evangeli- 
cal bent than America’s National Coun- 
cil of Churches. But for the first 
time the Central Committee of the 
WCC has come out with pronounce- 
ments indicating that either the former 
estimate was mistaken or a major 
shift to the “left”? has occurred. 





In an earlier editorial (Sept. 7) we 
reported that the Central Committee 
came out flatly for the eventual union 
of all Churches into one super-Church. 
Now we have received a report that 
before the annual meeting in St. An- 
drews, Scotland, broke up, the Central 
Committee also came out for recogni- 
tion of Red China. 


The news release did not name the 
author of the resolution which “recog- 
nizes as artificial and dangerous a 
situation where 650 million people are 
isolated from the rest of the world.” 
However, the resolution was energeti- 
cally supported by Dr. O. Frederick 
Nolde of Philadelphia, director of the 
Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs. 


In typical fashion the news release 
pointed out that whereas the resolu- 
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tion “is not binding on the council’s 
constituents,” it will be thoroughly dis- 
seminated “for study’ to all the 
Churches. Even if we agreed with 
the viewpoint expressed, we would re- 
sent the regular practice of these co- 
operative bodies blanketing the 
Churches with their propaganda from 
behind the protection afforded by the 
phrase, “this is not binding, it is for 
information and study only.” 


Ever Teaching 
But Never Leading 
Men To Christ 


Every minister of the Gospel should 
frequently ask himself whether he is 
being used to win men to Christ. We 
are not talking about channeling young 
people into the church through the 
Sunday School and the catechumen’s 
class. This is an important, and vital 
part of the Christian ministry, but not 
all. Nor are we talking about “mem- 
bership drives’’ whereby unaffiliated 
persons are rounded up and added to 
church rolls. 


All about us there are hungry souls, 
men and women out of Christ, people 
who need to know Him and His saving 
power. The question every minister 
should ask himself is whether he is 
bringing such into a saving knowledge 
of the living Saviour. 


We are acutely aware of the fact 
that in some quarters “winning souls,” 
“conversion” and similar terms are 
But actually they continue to 
be of vital importance. 


passe. 


One of the world’s most renowned 
theologians was recently asked the 
question: “What would you say to 
a sinner who came to you for help?” 
He replied: “I would say to him, 
‘Friend, you are in great danger’.” 
Then he shrugged his shoulders elo- 
quently, adding, “. . . but then, so am 
I!’ What a barren testimony! 


Only as we live in the presence of 
the Holy Spirit and are empowered 
by Him can we do that which Christ 
expects of us — win men to Him. 


—L. N. B. 


1960 
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The Sainthood Business 


From Philadelphia comes word that 
a neighborhood civic organization is 
thumping the drums for the cause of 
beatification of that city’s fourth Ro- 
man Catholic bishop, the late John N. 
Neumann. 


The group, headed by a merchant 
identified in press releases as a Jew 
of the community, is seeking one mil- 
lion signatures on a petition for Bish- 
op Neumann’s sainthood. Earlier, the 
same group joined with Catholic or- 
ganizations to obtain 13,000 signatures 
to nominate the late prelate to the na- 
tional Hall of Fame. 


This being the centennial year of 
the bishop’s death, there is a great 
stir to see the next step taken in the 
involved process toward his designa- 
tion as a saint. 


The dispatch telling of this signature 
drive added that in the less than two 
years since establishment of a Bishop 
Neumann room in the parish church, 
there have been upward of 100,000 
well-heeled tourists in the neighbor- 
hood to take a look. Our news source 
didn’t say it in so many words, but it 
appears that the tourist business may 
pick up still more if the associated 
businessmen are successful in their 
drive to get those million signatures 
and consequently entrance into heaven 
for the Philadelphia bishop. 





Way Of Life 
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EVACUATION ROUTE 


On all major highways leading from 
our American cities today there can 
be seen a sign, a blue shield with white 
lettering “Evacuation Route.” 

Where highways divide it is indi- 
cated that the evacuation route is in 
either direction, away from the city. 
But as one travels on 
ccmes to a sign which says, 
or, “You Have 


one never 
“Safety,” 
Arrived.” 


These signs are indicative of the 
times in which we live. The Civil De- 
fense Office is doing its best to pre- 
pare our citizens for possible danger. 
Air-Raid centers are designated; pro- 
cedures in attack are 
lined; and evacuation routes 
mapped out and identified. 


case of out- 


are 


That all of this has a symbolic sig- 
nificance few appear to realize. That 
the Bible foretells such cataclysmic 
events should speak for its amazing in- 


tegrity, while at the same time it 


should lead men and women to stop 
and evaluate the state of the world and 
the divinely 
Route” by 
dire jeopardy to the safety of God’s 
assured salvation. 


“Evacuation 
passes 


prepared 


which man from 


The evacuation routes indicated on 
our highways are a cold, realistic pro- 
vision for a contingency which we 
know might eventuate at any time. 


We hope and pray that a sudden, 
catastrophic atomic attack will not 
take place. We doubt if it will hap- 
pen. But the responsibility of such 
an attack leads our defense authorities 
to make the best provision they can 
under the circumstances, and, rather 
than deride them we accept all of these 
protective measures with an 
standing appreciation. 


under- 


Why then do we view with unbelief, 
antagonism or complete indifference 
the prophetic references to the cli- 
mactic events when God rolls down 
the curtain of history as we know it? 

Why do we seem to resent the clear 
statements of Scriptures with refer- 
ence to the cataclysm in which the 
world will some day be engulfed? 
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If God in His mercy has warned 
men to flee from the wrath to come 
who is man that he should say there 
will be not wrath from which to flee? 


To inveigh against the Old Testa- 
ment prophets and say that they spoke 
of a tribal god of War while we at 
the same time affirm faith in the “God 
of tie New Testament” who is an im- 
age of Love and Compassion becomes 
just a trifle ridiculous when we find 
Christ Himself foretelling the doom of 
the world, the wrath and judgment 
of God and His own sudden appearance 
in power and great glory in the 
clouds of heaven. 


The simple fact is that in both the 
Old and New Testaments we are told 
of the end of the age; warned to pre- 
pare for this awesome event; and, told 
of the safe and sure “Evacuation 
Route” which leads — not aimlessly 
to no certain destination — but surely 
to that haven of safety from which 
not even the demons in hell can snatch 
the child of God. 


Eschatology, (the doctrine of last 
things), has been discredited by those 
who do not accept the Christ of the 
Scriptures; discredited by unwarrant- 
ed “date setters’; and neglected by 
many true Christians who should know 
better. 


Strange as it may seem, nothing is 
surer to evoke a _ scornful cry of 
“crack pot” then to mention the sec- 
ond coming of Christ. This despite 
the fact that no one doctrine in all 
of the New Testament received as 
much space. This despite the clear 
and repeated statements of Christ that 
He is to return to this earth. 


There are many tortured “explana- 
tions” of our Lord’s return, none of 
which can stand the clear light of 
Scriptural statement: 


a. That His coming was at Pente- 
cost — despite the fact that Paul and 
others wrote of the second coming of 
Christ as a certain and longed-for event 
years after the events of Pentecost. 


(Cont. on p. 16, col. 3) 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 16, 1960 


Trust In God 


Bible Material: Psalms 91; 121; Matthew 4:5-7 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 16 


We have seen something of God’s greatness and the 
blessing that comes to those who adore and worship 
Him. Today we want to see what it means to trust 
Him. Trust is active, obedient faith. 


There is a dead faith — faith without works: “the 
devils believe and tremble.” Let me use a very simple 
illustration. I may believe that an airplane goes from 
New York to San Francisco. But I don’t exercise trust 
until I board the plane and make the journey. Mr. 
Moody and a friend were walking by his house which 
had a wall around the yard, the sidewalk being lower 
than the yard. Mr. Moody’s boy, Will, was playing 
on the wall. As they passed Mr. Moody held out his 
arms and said, “Jump.” Without a moment’s hesitation, 
Will jumped into his father’s arms. That was trust, 
real faith. 


There are many psalms of trust. We have three of 
them for today, counting the devotional reading. I 
will quote some verses from the psalms and then draw 
some lessons for our daily use. 


I. Devotional Reading: Psalm 16. 


“Preserve me, O God: for in Thee do I put my trust.” 
This is one of David’s psalms, and with David there 
is never any thought of “another god.” He is called 
“a man after God’s own heart” and I believe this is 
the reason. Some of the kings — even David's son, 
Solomon — allowed themselves to be led astray and 
went after strange gods. Not so with David. He 
sinned grievously, but he never was guilty of idolatry 
as far as we know, and we can see David's loyal heart 
in his psalms. The Twenty-Third Psalm is sufficient 
proof of this. 


“O my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord, Thou 
art my Lord: I have no god beyond Thee” (R.V.). 
“Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after 
another god .. . The Lord is the portion of mine in- 
heritance and of my cup: Thou maintainest my lot. . 
I have set the Lord always before me: because He is 
at my right hand, I shall not be moved.” David seemed 
to have a real sense of God’s Presence with him. He 
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was not some far-off Deity who cared not, but He was 
close by, even at David's right hand. What a comfort 


and stay to have such a trust in a living and all-power- 
ful Friend! 


The latter part of this psalm is applied by Peter 
to Christ in his sermon at Pentecost and shows that 
David by the Spirit was telling of the resurrection of 
our Lord. Let me quote these verses and then turn 
to Acts 2 and see how Peter uses them. “I foresaw the 
Lord always before my face for He is at my right hand, 
that I should not be moved: Therefore did my heart 
rejoice, and my tongue was glad; my flesh also shall 
rest in hope: For Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; 
neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see corrup- 
tion. Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; 
Thou shalt make me full of joy with Thy countenance.” 


These verses make this psalm one of the Messianic 
psalms. There are a number of them. Our trust in 
God is not only for this life but for the life to come. 
It gives us a glimpse of eternity. David had a “goodly 
heritage” while on earth; he had a better heritage wait- 
ing for him. 


II. Jn the Secret Place of the Most High : Psalm 91 


I had a Christian soldier, a captain in World War 
I, to tell me that this psalm was a great stay and com- 
fort to him when on the battlefield, and it has been a 
comfort and stay to multitudes on the battlefield of 
life. ‘The shadow of the Almighty”: the shadow of a 
Great Rock in a weary land, or the shadow of a cloud 
that eases the heat of the sun, or the shadow of the 
mother eagle as she hovers over her nest and protects 
her young. “How often I would have gathered thee 
as a hen doth gather her brood under her wing and ye 
would not!” He is our refuge and fortress to deliver 
us from the snare of the fowler and from the noisome 
pestilence. ‘He shall cover thee with His feathers, 
and under His wings shalt thou trust; His truth shall 
be thy shield and buckler . Thou shalt not be 
afraid.” 


There are so many things that make us afraid, some 
in the night and some in the day time. We live in a 
world of constant danger and often there is but a 
step between us and death. It is a wonderful comfort 
to know that the angels are in charge of us. This 
verse was quoted by Satan in his temptation of Jesus. 
We are to trust but not presume. God protects us 
when in the path of duty and obedience, but we are 
not to needlessly rush into danger. “With long life 
will I satisfy Him, and shew Him my salvation.” It 
is indeed a wonderful experience to dwell in the secret 
place of the Most High! May this psalm mean much 
to us! 
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III. From Whence Shall my Help Come? Psalm 121 


This is best translated as a question. The answer 
follows in the second verse: “My help cometh from the 
Lord, which made heaven and earth.” The hills are 
beautiful and mountains seem so strong, but it is 
not the hills and mountains that we worship and 
adore; it its the Lord, Who made heaven and earth 
and hill and mountain. Some people do worship 
mountains and hills: we worship the Lord. As the 
mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord 
is round about His people from henceforth even for 
ever. The God we worship protects and helps us. 


“He that keepeth thee will not slumber. Behold, He 
that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.” 
When we are asleep, He is awake. What a comfort 
to know that He never sleeps. His eyes are open and 
He sees all the dangers that threaten us. When we are 
asleep we are so helpless. We need someone who cares 
to watch over us. Suppose God should go to sleep; 
what would be the consequences to the world? 


“Thy keeper and shade . The sun shall 
not smite thee by day nor the moon by night.” These 
heavenly bodies look large to us and if they did not 
obey the laws of Him Who created them they would 
be dangerous indeed. Think of what havoc a lawless 
sun could do! Our earth would not be safe for long 
if there were no laws guiding the sun and moon. And 
these are but two of the thousands of heavenly suns 
and stars and planets. God keeps us in the midst of 
a fiery universe. Thank God that He is our keeper 
and shade. 


“The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy 
coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore.” 
His care is perpetual care. He looks after us both in 
this life and the life to come. 


This beautiful psalm is a “Song of Degrees” or 
Ascent. Several of these psalms were to be sung as 
the pilgrims marched up to Jerusalem to keep the 
feasts of the Lord. So we who are “pilgrims and strang- 
ers,” can sing them and find comfort and strength for 
our journey. This is one of the most familiar of these 
from 120 to 126. These psalms teach us to trust God 
as we journey through life, singing as we march to- 
ward our heavenly home. 


IV. Some Lessons For Us: 
tions. 


Put in the form of ques- 


1. Why should we trust God? 


Because of His character. He is a God Who is 
worthy of all trust: a God of wisdom, power and love 
who cares for us. 





Because we need someone to take care of us. We 
are so helpless. I have been thinking lately of the 
time I was nearly run over by a train. Something 
caused me to look back just in time to escape. 


Because He is able to help us. His power is unlimit- 
ed. Nothing is too hard for Him. 


Because He is willing to help. He invites us to come 
to Him, to look to Him in our times of need. Jesus 
Christ, His Own Son, reveals God to us. Jesus was 
always willing to help those in need. 


9 


2. When shall we trust Him? 


When the way is dark and dreary and we cannot 
see a step ahead. Job had an awful experience but he 
said, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.” 
He was groping in the dark but he clung to God. 


When we are in doubt and perplexity we ought to 
trust Him to guide us. We will hear His voice saying, 
“This is the way, walk in it.” 


When sickness and pain and weakness come then 
we should trust Him. Out of the depth we can cry 
to Him for help: “When all around my soul gives 
way, He then is all my strength and stay.” He can 
give the “inside braces” which we need when we recog- 
nize how frail we are. 


Trust Him for light when it is dark, for comfort 
when in sorrow, for guidance when in doubt, for 
strength when weak. Trust Him at all times; there 
is never a time when we do not need Him. 


3. With what shall we trust Him? 


With the big things: the world and the universe. 
He has a plan for this world and He will finish His 
plan. He is on the throne and this is His world. Pray 
for the world and its terrible needs, but do not fret 
and worry about it: leave it with Him. 


With all the smaller things; our own personal needs 
and the needs of those we love. Take everything to 
Him in prayer. Cast all our burdens upon Him and 
He will sustain us. 


With our souls and lives. Commit ourselves to Him. 
Saving faith has the element of trust in it: we receive and 
rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is offered 
to us in the Gospel. Jesus Christ is our Prophet, our 
Teacher; trust Him to show us the way. He is the 
way. He is our Priest. He died for us and is praying 
for us. Trust Him and His perfect atonement for sin. 
He is our King. Surrender to Him and follow Him 
as Lord and Master. 


“They that trust the Lord shall be as Mount Zion, 
which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever.” 
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FOR OCTOBER 16, 1960 


| YOUTH WORK 





By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





The Obligation To Witness 


Scripture—II Kings 7:3-11 and vs. 16, also Acts 1:1-8 


Suggested Hymns— 
“We've a Story to Tell to the Nations” 
“I Gave My Life for Thee’ 
“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” 

Program Leader’s Introduction: 


When you hear the word “witness,” what comes to 
your mind? A courtroom? An automobile accident? 
A church? Perhaps, for some of you, the word witness 
does not suggest the church. But it should. In the 
church, a witness is one who tells about Christ and 
tries to win people to faith in Him. In court, a wit- 
ness is one who takes the stand and tells what he 
knows. When we think of witnessing in the Biblical 
sense, we need to put both of these ideas together. 
Christian witnessing is indeed testifying what we know 
to be true about Christ, but the purpose of such wit- 
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nessing ought always to be the glory of God and the 
saving of souls. 


(Call name of first speaker), as Christ’s witness, 


what do we have to tell? 


First Speaker: 


The great missionary hymn which we sang at the 
beginning of our meeting said, “We've a story to tell 
to the nations.” What is that story? It is the story of 
Christ, to be sure, but what are its essential elements? 
Here are some of them: (1) Christ is the real Son of 
God from eternity Who also took to Himself a true 
human nature and came into the world to save sinners. 
This assumes that men are sinners, and that they need 
saving. (2) Christ Jesus lived a sinless life on earth, 
but took the sins of mankind on Himself and paid the 
penalty of death due to sinners when He died on the 
cross. (3) On the third day He rose from the dead, 
proving that He had won a victory over sin and death. 
(4) Those sinners who believe in Christ as Saviour 
are released from the penalty of sin and will eventually 
overcome the power of sin. They are saved from 
spiritual death to spiritual life. This is the message 
we have to tell, and it is a message which lost sinners 
need and which many of them are earnestly seeking. 


Program Leader: 


The testimony that a witness gives must be true. 
(Call name of second speaker) , How do we know that 
this Christian message is true? 


Second Speaker: 


We know that this message of Christ and His salva- 
tion is true because it is plainly taught in the Bible, 
and we believe the Bible to be the true Word of God. 
There are always those who object that it is unreason- 
able to believe in a supernaturally inspired Book. In 
the first place, it is far more reasonable to believe in 
the Word of God than in the word of men whom we 
know to make mistakes. In the second place, we be- 
lieve in the Bible because when we do believe, some- 
thing happens: Faith comes and the Bible proves itself 
to be true and satisfying. 





Developing the Full Capacity of Mind, 
Body and Soul. 
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We also know that the message of Christ and His 
salvation is true because it genuinely meets the needs 
of those who receive it. How else can we explain the 
fact that a person who felt himself to be lost later came 
to have the joy of a saving experience after trusting in 
Christ as his Saviour? How else can we account for the 
fact that those who believe in Christ not only say they 
are saved, but give evidence of a real change in the 
lives they live? Those of us who are Christians know 
this message to be true because it has worked in our 
lives. Incidentally, this is about the most effective 
way of witnessing . . . to tell others in our own words 
what Christ has done for us and what He means to us. 


Program Leader: 


When you tell a person what Christ has done for 
you, there is not much he can say to refute it, but 
why should we tell it at all? (Call name of third 
speaker.) 


Third Speaker: 


The only reason we need for telling the world about 
Christ is that Christ Himself has told us to do it. He 
has said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
Gospel to every creature” Mark 16:15. Again He said, 
“... ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth” Acts 1:8. He has given us an 
order to witness for Him everywhere. 


Not only has Christ commanded us to be His wit- 
nesses, there is something in our Christian nature that 
convinces us that we are obliged to share the Good 
News. It is the same conviction that made the lepers 
of Samaria share with the famine-stricken city the 
news that their enemies had fled and food was avail- 
able. If they felt an obligation to tell the hungry 
people that food was available, how much more are 
we obligated to tell the Good News of salvation? 
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Program Leader: 
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(Call name of fourth speaker) will explain to us 
the aims of witnessing. 


Fourth Speaker: 


The most obvious aim of witnessing for Christ is 
to save those who are lost. We tell what Christ has 
done and can do for sinners with the hope and prayer 
that they will put their faith in Him and receive His 
salvation. Here is where we see the major difference 
between Christian witnessing and witnessing in a law 
court. The court witness merely tells what he knows, 
but the Christian witness tells what he knows about 
Christ and then urges his hearers to make a favorable 
response. 


The highest aim of witnessing is the glory of God. 
When God’s message about Christ is faithfully pro- 
claimed, it brings honor to God. When people hear 
the Gospel and trust Christ for salvation, God is glori- 
fied. One of the chief ends of man is to glorify God, 
and one of the best ways of glorifying Him is to bear 
witness to the saving power of the Gospel of Christ. 


Program Leader: 

The various ways of witnessing (such as personal 
work, evangelistic talks, letter writing, distribution of 
tracts, and consistent Christian living) are too numerous 
to discuss in detail at this time. There is a fundamental 
consideration which we must not overlook. We can- 
not be effective witnesses apart from the spiritual power 
which God supplies. God promised the apostles that 
they would receive power from the Holy Spirit, and 
they did. As we enter more fully into the work of wit- 
nessing for Christ, we must constantly remind our- 
selves that we cannot be effective in our own strength. 
The power of the Spirit is still available. If we frankly 
admit our own inadequacy, and if we ask God for the 
power of the Spirit, He will not fail to hear and answer 
us. (Read Luke 11:13). 


(In closing sing the last stanza of “We've a Story to 
Tell to the Nations.’’) 





munication and transportation between on the field, but 16 others are in 
FOR MORE CONGO WORK the returned missionaries in 10 sta- 


They were used in July to 


Southern Rhodesia, waiting until it is 
safe to return. 











signed to continue Congo missionary 
work and to maintain intact, in so far 
as possible, the 165-person missionary 
force assigned there, was taken at 
the September meeting of the Board 
of World Missions. 


In addition to authorizing 11 addi- 
tional men to return to Africa (re- 
ported last week), the Board also ap- 
proved the immediate purchase of a 
$28,000 plane for use by its flying mis- 
sionaries in the Congo. Two planes 
are now being used to provide com- 


evacuate more than 200 Presbyterians 
and other missionaries. 


The Board also adopted policy state- 
ments keeping the force (the largest 
Presbyterian mission in the world) in- 
tact against the day when all personnel 
may be safely returned to the field. 
The statement provides for acceptance 
of temporary employment by mission- 
aries in churches, schools and hospitals 
until they can return. The Board left 
to the discretion of the Congo Mission 
when other missionary women may be 
allowed to return. Only one is now 
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225 FLORIDA MEN MEET 


MIAMI, Fla. — (PN) — Some 225 
men of the Synod of Florida gathered 
in Miami Beach over the Labor Day 
weekend for a Conference of the Men 
of the Church. Speaking to the men 
were Dr. G. Manford Gutzke, professor 
at Columbia Theological Seminary in 
Decatur, Ga., and Dr. John Leith from 
Union Theological Seminary in Rich- 
mond, Va. 











THE NEWSPAPER 
IS THEIR BIBLE! 


A Sunday-morning hush descends 
over the congregation in a small 
Orthodox chapel in a rural Greek 
village. There is no priest—they have 
been without one for a long time— 
but today’s service is going to be most 
unusual. The presiding village elder 
is going to read to them from the 
newspaper! An advertisement, of all 
things! Yet nobody is shocked, for 
this is the weekly Gospel message of 
Spiros Zodhiates, placed in the local 
paper by the American Mission to 
Greeks. It tells the old, old story of 
personal redemption in Christ — a 
story that is new to these people. 
Few of them have ever had a Bible 
in modern Greek. And yet this is 
the land to which Paul was beckoned 
by the “man of Macedonia” and in 
which he established the first centers 
of the apostolic faith. 

Week after week, in every village 
and city in Greece, men, women and 
children are reading the good news 
of salvation through faith in Christ, 
and making this a reality in their 
lives. The AMG has undertaken 
newspaper evangelism on a nation- 
wide scale. In no other country in 
the world has the Gospel ever been 
printed in 90 per cent of all secular 
newspapers — mostly on the front 
page, and amazingly, in the com- 
munist press as well. 

It would take many years, and 
thousands of missionaries, to reach 
the same number of people. Yet 
AMG is bringing the people of 
Greece a fresh Gospel message every 
week at a fraction of the cost of 
such a missionary program. Surely 
this is one of the most economical 
and rewarding methods possible to 
reach a nation quickly with the 
Gospel. Everyone in Greece reads 
his local newspaper (2 to 12 pages) 
—and they read all of it. (No tele- 
vision or radio competition — most 
people are too poor!) We can safely 
say that the Gospel is being read 
from one end of the land to another, 
every week of the year, by thousands 
who would otherwise never hear 
it—from King to peasant. 

For the continuance of this great 
ministry to a whole nation, we need 
your help. Here is your unique op- 
portunity to preach weekly to 50,000 
people or reach 70 villages in Greece 
with only a dollar. Where could 
your gift bring so much blessing at 
so little cost? We invite you to 
share generously in this unique and 
unprecedented evangelistic oppor- 
tunity. To become a regular prayer 
partner write for the beautiful pic- 
ture folder with twelve monthly 
self-addressed envelopes. 

Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, Gen. Sec. 
. . . 
American Mission 
To Greeks, Inc. 


Dept. SP 
P. O. Box 423,New York 36, N. Y. 
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CHURCH ‘GOES HOLLYWOOD’ 
FOR JOY GIFT PROMOTION 


ATLANTA, Ga. — (PN) — Mem- 
bers of Oglethorpe church here “went 
Hollywood” in late August and Sep- 
tember to help retired ministers of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


The Atlantans starred in a color 
filmstrip which will be distributed 
throughout the South prior to Christ- 
mas. It was prepared for the Board 
of Annuities and Relief to help it 
present the needs of the retired min- 
isters, their wives, widows and orphans. 


The Rev. Fitzhugh M. Legerton, pas- 
tor of Oglethorpe, said that church 
members eagerly volunteered their 
services to act in the filmstrip scenes. 
Businessman and elder Calvin S. Hays 
and his wife played the roles of the 
retired minister and his wife. Mr. 
and Mrs. Quillion J. McDowell played 
a typical church couple. 


Charles J. Currie, executive secre- 
tary of the Annuities Board, stated 
that the filmstrip, “Taking Care of 
Your Own,” will ke available after 
November 1. It is to be offered for 
loan, at no cost, to any Presbyterian 
Church wishing to use it. Requests 
for a booking of the audio-visual item 
should be directed to the Board of 
Annuities and Relief, 341-C Ponce de 
Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 


P.S.C.E. NOTES RECORDS 


RICHMOND, Va. — (PN) — Pres- 
byterian School of Christian Educa- 
tion officially opened its doors to the 
new academic year September 15. At 
that time several increases and records 
in enrollment were noted by the admin- 
istration. 


The largest male contingent of stu- 
dents ever, 33, are in classes at the 
General Assembly’s school. The stu- 
dent body is now one fourth male 
since the total enrollment is now 123. 


The third floor of the newest dor- 
mitory has been finished in time for 
the school year. 
women students. 


It accommodates 21 





JOINS DAVIDSON STAFF 


DAVIDSON, N. C. — John Kuyken- 
dall, a 1959 graduate of Davidson Col- 
lege and the son of Mr. and Mrs. James 
B. Kuykendall of Charlotte, has been 


named assistant director of alumni and 
public relations at the college. 


Mr. Kuykendall attended Union The- 
ological Seminary at Richmond dur- 
ing the last academic year and was 
student assistant pastor of First 
Church, Anderson, S. C., this past 
summer. In his new duties at David- 
son he will work with John R. Horton, 
acting director, and succeeds A. W. 
Franklin Bloodworth of Atlanta, Ga., 
who resigned the post to enter Law 
School at the University of Georgia. 


LAYMAN—from p. 11 


b. That the second coming of Christ 
occurs at the death of believers — 
despite the fact that not one passage 
of Scripture can be so interpreted. 





ec. That the spread of Christianity 
is the second coming of Christ. The 
trouble with this concept is that the 
spread of Christianity is a process 
while the return of the Lord is an 
event, one described in the Bible as 
the cataclysmic and final denouement 
of this age. 


One reason many good people have 
neglected the teaching of Scripture 
with reference to Christ’s return has 
been the unwarranted and often opin- 
ionated statements of enthusiasts. But 
this is not a valid excuse, for we are 
not responsible to any man for his in- 
terpretation of the Scriptures, but we 
are responsible to God Who has in His 


1063 RABBIS 
RECEIVE NEW 
TESTAMENTS 


T: 1,000 bi-lingual New Testaments we malled to 





Jewish rabbis are bearing fruit. Many have written 

to express their thanks and Interest. One rabb 
has received Christ ss Saviour—now wants to be 
baptized. 


In an unprecedented group action, 63 rabbis wrote 
requesting bi-lingual New Testaments, giving the 
name and address of each—thrilling proof of Ine 
creasing Interest of Jews in the New Testament. 

Now we have started a missionary venture to reach 
Jews of France, Switzerland and Belgium, Directed by , 
a consecrated veteran Hebrew-Christian soul-winner, 
a great opportunity is before us—agaln with the 
bi-lingual New Testaments as the key weapon. 

Jews prize the bi-lingual edition 
for its 2-column presentation of He- 
brew and second language side by 
side. it is far and away the best 
method of printed approach. $1.25 
will place a bi-lingual complete New 
Testament In the hands of a Jew; for 
$25.00 you can reach 20 Jews, and 
thelr families, Will you help us? 





Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 
Dr. Robert G, Lee, Chairman Advisory Board, 
world renowned minister and author 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF 
; BJM JEWISH MISSIONS, INC 
Box 1256 Atlanta 1, Ga 
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mercy told us not only of the certainty 
of the last days but of many of the 
things which will take place. 


For this reason we should turn to 
the Bible and let it speak its message 
to us. 


Christ affirmed His return many 
times. In Matt. 26:64 we read: “Jesus 
saith unto him, Thou hast said: never- 
theless I say unto you, Hereafter shall 
ye see the Son of Man sitting on the 
right hand of power, and coming in 
the clouds of heaven.” 


On the Mount of Ascension, while 
His awe-struck disciples gazed at His 
receeding form in the heavens, two 
men suddenly stood by their side and 
said: “Ye men of Galilee, why stand 
ye gazing up into heaven? this same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen Him go into 
heaven.” 


The manner of our Lord’s return is 
described in these words: “For the 
Lord Himself shall descend from heav- 
en with a shout.” And again: “Behold 
He cometh with clouds; and every eye 
shall see Him, and they also which 


pierced Him: 
earth shall wail, because of Him. Even 
so, Amen.” 


and all kindreds of the 


Peter describes the event in these 
words: “But the day of the Lord will 
come as a thief in the night; in the 
which the heavens shall pass away with 
a great noise, and the elements shall 
melt with a fervent heat, the earth 
also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up.” 


Paul speaks of the same event in 
these sobering words: “And to you 
who are troubled rest with us, when 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels, in 
flaming fire taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and obey not the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.’ 


When we pass the sign, “Evacuation 
Route,” it should remind us anew of 
the redemption which is ours through 
Jesus Christ. 


It should also remind us of Isaiah’s 
words which warn: “And the haughti- 
ness of man shall be humbled, and the 
pride of men shall be brought low; 
and the Lord alone will be exalted in 
that day . . . And men shall enter the 
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eaves of the rocks, and the holes of 
the ground, from before the terror 
of the Lord, and from the glory of 
His majesty, when He rises to terrify 
the earth” (Isaiah 2:17, 19, 20, 21). 


We in America may possibly need 
to take advantage of an “Evacuation 
Route” in our area, but this one thing 
is certain — all men out of Christ will 
some day look for a place of hiding 
from His glorious presence, but fail 
to find it. 


The divinely ordained place of safety 
— for now and for eternity — is found 
at the Cross of Calvary. It is our 
sure evacuation route from the judg- 
ment of sin. 


God grant that the Church may not 
fail to point men to safety! 


—From Christianity Today 


HEROE 
OF THE 
FAITH: 


6ERMAN Martin Luther, 
French John Calvin, 
irauian Girolamo Savon- 
arola, putcu Erasmus, 
and swiss Ulrich Zwingli. 





ENGLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY 


PTL representatives have been 
working in these five countries, 
continuing the ministry begun by 
sucn heroes of the faith — the 
evangelization of the people of 
Western Europe. 

This fall and winter use Pocket 
Testament League will embark on 
an expanded evangelization and 
Gospel distribution campaign in 
this vital area. 250,000 more 
Gospels and Testaments have 
been printed for distribution in 
Germany; 100,000 for France; 
40,000 for Italy; 25,000 for Hol- 
land and 10,000 for Switzerland. 
It is estimated that at least a 
million Gospels will be needed as 
the campaign progresses. Pray 
that funds to purchase these 
large quantities of Scriptures may 
be provided in time to meet this 
pressing need. 

Write for free copy of the PTL 
Quarterly. 
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Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
STORIES OF THE BEGINNINGS 
2. From Darkness to Light 


DO YOU KNOW —What God created? 


LOOK UP in the Bible: Genesis | : 30-5; John 1:45-5; John 8:12. 
WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about light? 


THING TO REMEMBER: Jesus Christ is God. Read John 10:30. 


FIRST DAY OF CREATION 


1:3-5. Draw a line between the two parts of the 
sentence that belong together. 


Genesis 


God said that it was good. 

And there was ‘Let there be light.”’ 

God saw the light Day. 

God called the light light. 

God called the darkness from the darkness. 

God divided the light Night. 
Genesis |:3. The world God created was in darkness until 
God said: “_._ __ . be 


By God's WORD light was created. 


*~ % * *~ ~ 


Look up John |:1. In this verse Jesus Christ is called ‘“‘the 
He left His throne in Heaven and came down 
to earth and was born a Babe in a manger at Bethlehem to 
bring light to people in the darkness of sin. 
In John 8:12, Jesus said, “I am the 
world. He that followeth Me shall j 
but shall have the of life.” In this verse Jesus 
“the Light of the World.” As God's word, in the 
beginning, brought light into the darkness; so today Jesus 
Christ, the Word, brings light to people who ‘walk in the 
darkness of sin.” 


_ of the 


_ walk in darkness, 


is called 


~ % ~ *~ ~ 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 


The first book of the Bible is named _ What 
does this name mean? 
(Adapted from “Stories of the Beginnings,” Copyright 


1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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MAILBAG—from p. 20 


The paper should have a wide distri- 
bution. As I recall, Dr. Walter Lingle 
wrote an article on the Roman Catholic 
Church during the Al Smith campaign, 
which was widely used. 

—(Rev.) L. Ross Lynn 
Montreat, N. C. 





Many thanks for the copy of your 
very fine address. 
—Andrew Edington 
Kerrville, Tex. 





Please send 500 copies. 


—First Presby. Church 
Bristol, Tenn. 





Please send 750 copies. 


—First Presby. Church 
Raleigh, N. C. 





Please send 500 copies. 


—First Presby. Church 
Bradenton, Fla. 





10,000 copies. 
—Kannapolis, N. C. 


and thousands of others.—Ed. 


« * * * 


“Protestant Distinctives And 
30c doz., $2.00 


Order: 
the American Crisis,” 


hundred. 





THE OTHER SIDE 


I was present when Dr. Bell de- 
livered this address at Montreat, and 
was appalled at his collection of half- 
truths, non sequiturs, and irrelevan- 
cies .. . Those of you who are attempt- 
ing to place the stamp of religious 
respectability upon this campaign of 
fear, prejudice, and divisiveness are 
guilty of a disservice to the Presby- 
terian Church and to the people of 
the United States. I can only protest 
with all possible fervor that I, as an 
ordained minister of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., will not be identified 
with such a movement (and I am sure 
that I do not stand alone)! Moreover, 
I sincerely urge all of you to examine 
your own motives prayerfully, recog- 
nizing the possibility that you may be 
the victims of your political convic- 
tions, sectional loyalty, ecclesiastical 
and theological pride, and even of an 
unrecognized envy of the Roman Cath- 
olic system . . . The United States is 
not, never has been, and never was 
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intended to be, a Protestant nation, or 
even a Christian nation . . . May God 
forgive us as Protestants for our self- 
righteousness, our smugness, our hypoc- 
risy, and our lack of love toward our 
fellow Christians! 


—(Rev.) Wm. O. Walker, Jr. 
2517 Pickett Rd. 
Durham, N. C. 


We realize that some cannot agree 
that it is still worth living and dying 
for the difference between Protestant- 
ism and Roman Catholicism. How a 
Protestant, Calvinistic Presbyterian 


can think so we cannot understand. 
But we acknowledge that such a view 
may be sincere.—Ed. 





We had a word for inquisition, 
called “McCarthyism.” Now we have 
a word for bigotry, called “Bellism.” 


—Geo. A. Taylor 
Black Mountain, N. C. 


We have reason to believe there is 
no such person as signed this letter. 
However, the communication was too 
good to pass up!—Ed. 
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Bible; 


nil 4 new volumes 


LAYMAN’S BIBLE COMMENTARY 


New doors to understanding the Bible open 
for you with the LAYMAN’S BIBLE COM- 
MENTARY. Now 9 volumes in the 25-volume 
series are ready for your use. 


All are written by outstanding interpreters 
of the Bible who know how to express eternal 
The LBC has no 
Greek, Hebrew, or technical terms—it is all 
helpful explanation of the text. Every volume 
is excellent for personal or group study. 
9—Psalms; 
Lamentations; 20—Acts of the Apostles; 25— 
1, 2, 3 John, Jude, Revelation. 

$2.00 each; 4 or mére, $1.75; 
Boxed set of 4, $7.00; Boxed set, first 5, $8.75 


oe 4 — 
JOHN KNOX PRESS 


= more than 90,000 . 
ae ee Acclaimed as a major contribution to 
Bible study, the first five volumes of the 
LBC were reprinted within eight months 
after publication. More than 90,000 copies 
have been sold. They have proved their 
worth as a clear, stimulating treatment of 
the Bible’s message for layman and minister 
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MINISTERS 


William W. Rogers, from Athens, 
Ga., to Ithaca, N. Y. 


Dan E. McCown, from Wake Village, 
Tex., to the Madison church, Madi- 
son, Fla. 
James B. Sherwood, from Charlotte, 
N. C., to the Ingleside church, Scott- 
dale, Ga. 
Robert G. Balnicky, from Union, S. 
C., to the Fairfield church, Pensa- 
cola, Fla. 


A. B. de Gallaspy, from Birming- 
ham, Ala., to 317 Howard Ave., De- 
catur, Ga. 


J. W. Bryson, Pine Bluff, Ark., has 
become Associate Pastor of the First 
Church, Lake Charles, La. 


Harry T. Schutte, from the Gastonia, 
N. C. (ARP) church, to the Cov- 
enant (US) church, Columbia, S. C. 


Irwin P. Gates, Jr., from Lockhart, 
S. C., to the Grace church, Aiken, 
Ss. C. 

Harry F. Petersen, III, from grad- 
uate study in Scotland to the po- 
sition of minister to students, Uni- 
versity of S. C., Columbia, S. C. 
W. M. Schotanus, from Jacksonville, 
N. C., to the First Church, Rocking- 
ham, N. C, 

James K. Wilson, Jr., from Rich- 
mond, Va., to the Va., 
church. 


Weems, 





LETTERS 


RESPONSES TO 
‘PROTESTANT DISTINCTIVES’ 


Thank you for copies of your ad- 
dress, “Protestant Distinctives and the 
American Crisis” . . . It is not 
my purpose to preach on. this 
subject from my pulpit here, but 
I do intend to let my convictions be 
known to those who wish to know 
where I stand. 


—(Rev.) Marion A. Boggs 
Little Rock, Ark. 





I hope that this will have wide 
circulation. One of the things I like 
particularly is its impersonal basis, not 
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attacking a candidate but upholding 
vital principles. 
—Philip F. Howerton 
Charlotte, N. C. 





(Your address) is very helpful and 
I am sure will be used for a better 
understanding of our Protestant re- 
sponsibilities at this time. 


—J. R. McCain 
Decatur, Ga. 





It is good, timely campaign litera- 
ture. Send it free to every pastor 
and religious worker in every denomi- 
nation in America . . . Send it to ed- 
ucators and political leaders . . . Let 
this be done without delay. I am 
alarmed and dismayed at the thought 
of the possibility of a Roman Catholic 
being seated in the White House. 


—/(Rev.) J. B. Green 
Decatur, Ga. 





I agree heartily with you and feel 
that this is a message which needs to 
be gotten to our people ... You have 
rendered a fine service and I hope you 
will find it possible to distribute the 
bulletin widely throughout the country. 

—/(Rev.) J. R. Cunningham 
Charlotte, N. C. 





I very much agree with your point 
of view on the election. (They them- 
selves) continue to raise the issue. I 
intend to write and speak about the 
Roman attempt to dominate the minds 
of men and the life of a nation. 


—(Rev.) Harrison Ray Anderson 
Chicago, Il. 





Needless to say, I have read the ad- 
dress with considerable interest. I 
think it would be helpful to our stu- 
dents to hear what you have to say 
.. . If you will send the pamphlets to 
to me I will see that they are distribut- 
ed adequately. 


—(Rev.) Jas. A. Jones 
Richmond, Va. 





I like the way you handled this 
problem without getting personal, or 
dealing in personalities, but sticking 
to the basic issues of the democratic 
way of life in our country versus some 
type of dictatorship ...In Korea and 
in the army I often had occasion to 
see how Catholics misuse their posi- 
tions in government to promote other 
Catholics regardless of merit or the 
general good. Even if the Democratic 


candidate had the stature to be presi- 
dent, I believe he would not be able 
to control the Catholics under him... 
—/(Dr.) Paul S. Crane 
Baltimore, Md. 





Thanks a 
pamphlet 


lot for sending me the 
... I feel this country will 
be more safe if a patriotic, able and 
strong Protestant is elected president 
... Certainly a study of the pamphlet 
will give me additional ammunition in 
any talk I may prepare in the near 
future. 

—(General) Robert L. 
Eichelberger 
Asheyille, N. C. 





It is a masterful discussion of a very 
vital topic. I am shocked and grieved 
over the lassitude and ignorance of so 
many Protestants in the present crisis. 
May God deliver us from what threat- 
ens our nation! 


—(Rev.) James Sprunt 
Staunton, Va. 


(Cont. on p. 19, col. 1) 
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